Introduction
One may wonder what museums and classification systems have in common. They share a feature of working with the systematisation and reification of relics and objects. For too long there has been an almost indecent preoccupation with measuring and quantifying the existence of disabled people with the grand and commendable objective to know 'us' more. Despite these obsessions with disability, the sociocultural relations of impairment and disabled people have remained an afterthought in civic consciousness and at best peripheral in sociologies of the body. The aberrant, the anomalous, the monster or the disabled have formed 'the background noise, as it were, the endless murmur of nature', where disability is nonetheless always present in its absence (Foucault, 1970: 155) . An act of speaking otherwise, this chapter shifts to a focus on abled(ness) to think about the production of ableism. We all live and breathe ableist logic, our bodies and minds daily become aesthetic sculptures for the projection of how we wish to be known in our attempt to exercise competency, sexiness, wholeness and an atomistic existence. It is harder to find the language and space to examine the implications of a failure to meet the standard or any ambivalence we might have about the grounds of the perfectibility project. This chapter first will outline an approach to expressing ableism (its theoretical features and character) and secondly it will provide an example of how ableism works globally in the knowledge production of disability. Finally I will discuss the possibility of disabled people turning their backs on emulating abledness as a strategy for disengagement both ontological and theoretical. with limited definitional or conceptual specificity (Clear, 1999; Iwasaki and Mactavish, 2005) . When there is commentary, ableism is described as denoting an attitude that devalues or differentiates disability through the valuation of able-bodiedness equated to normalcy (Ho, 2008) . Or alternatively, ableism calls for a presumption of able-bodiedness and as Chounaird (1997: 380) puts it 'ableism entails a way of being'. For some, the term ableism is used interchangeably with the term disablism. In my book Contours of Ableism (2009) I note that disablism focuses on the negative treatment towards disabled people and social policy. I argue that while this approach is commendable, it still distorts research and policy responses. Why? Disablism is concerned with disabled people as Other (those people) -Other than 'us'. The 'us' is presumed to be able-bodied -an able-bodied perspective. There may be a tendency under this perspective to respond along the lines of what can 'we' do for them? There is little consensus as to what practices and behaviours constitute ableism. Paring it down, at its core ableism characterises impairment or disability (irrespective of 'type') as inherently negative and should the opportunity present itself, to be ameliorated, cured or indeed eliminated. Ableism refers to a network of beliefs, processes and practices that produces a particular kind of self and body (the corporeal standard) that is projected as the perfect, species-typical and therefore essential and fully human. Disability then is cast as a diminished state of being human. (Campbell, 2009: 5) An ableist perspective might propose that in a democracy disabled people should be treated fairly on the basis of toleration. Such a stance does not however suggest that disability is considered a reasonable and an acceptable form of diversity, or indeed that disability can be celebrated. Ableist thinking is based on a premise where all disability, irrespective of type and degree is assumed to be unacceptable. Disability is harmful and inter alia a form of harm. In my work I conclude that disability is both provisional and tentative -it is always subject to being erased if a solution comes along (cure, correction, elimination). Ableism denotes the meaning of a healthy body, a normal mind, how quickly we should think and the kinds of emotions that are acceptable to express. The universal reach of reason gains potency when coupled to a self-assured individual autonomy. Reason as truth becomes discourse dependent and in turn generates notions of 'disability' and 'ability' (able-bodiedness). The human (adult) subject is assumed to be an independent centre of self-consciousness, who holds autonomy to be intrinsically valuable. Neo-liberalism's normative citizen in the words of C. B. Macpherson The human essence is freedom from dependence on the will of others,
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